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SECRET BEIRUT 429 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI, MASS, LE, US 

SUBJ: SYRIAN ATTITUDE TOWARDS LEBANESE ARMY 

1 . FROM PERSPECTIVE OF BEIRUT WE BELIEVE SYRIANS ARE VERY 
DISSATISFIED WITH COMPOSITION AND STRUCTURE OF THE LEBANESE 
ARMY. THIS ATTITUDE HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY APPARENT SINCE THE 
FAYYADIYAH INCIDENTS IN FEBRUARY, WHICH BEGAN WITH EXCHANGES 
OF FIRE BETWEEN LLEBANESE AND SYRIAN SOLDIERS AND EVOLVED INTO 
A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE SYRIANS AND CHRISTIAN MILITIAS. 

SINCE THEN, THE SYRIANS HAVE TENDED TO VIEW THE LEBANESE ARMY 
AS AN EXTENSION OF THE LEBANESE FRONT. ASSEM QANSUH, HEAD 

OF THE BATH PARTY IN LEBANON, HAS FOR EXAMPLE, REPEATED TO 
EMBOFF OVER LAST SEVERAL MONTHS THAT ARMY IS UNDER 
MARONITE DOMINATION AND AS SUCH IS UNACCEPTABLE TO THE SYRIANS. 

2. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SYRIANS AS A RESULT HAVE BEEN 
INTIMIDATING MUSLIMS FROM IOINING OR SUPPORTING THE ARMY. 

THERE ARE OTHER INDICATIONS. HOWEVER, OF SYRIAN 
DISSATISFACTION. G-2 IOHNNY ABDU AND GENERAL KHOURY 

HAVE BOTH COMPLAINED TO DATT IN GENERAL TERMS ABOUT THE 
SYRIAN ATTITUDE. KHOURY HAS REMARKED TO DATT THAT AFTER 
FAYYADIYAH THERE WAS A SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN RELATIONS 
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BETWEEN SYRIAN AND LEBANESE ARMY OFFICERS. KHOURY HAS 
ALSO NOTED THAT THE SYRIANS HAVE: 

A. BEEN HESITANT TO ALLOW THE LEBANESE ARMY TO TAKE 
OVER ANY SECURITY FUNCTIONS FROM THE ADF IN SIDON AND 
TRIPOLI OR TO TURN OVER CHECKPOINTS TO THE LEBANESE ARMY 
IN BEIRUT, EVEN IN THE WAKE OF RECENT FIGHTING. 
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B. LOOTED AND STRIPPED BARRACKS SUCH AS HENRI 
SHIHAB IN BEIRUT, OF ALL EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING DESKS AND 
LIGHT FIXTURES, BEFORE TURNING THEM OVER TO THE LEBANESE. 

C. REFUSED TO TURN OVER OTHER BARRACKS AND 
MAINTENANCE FACILITIES IN BEIRUT AND SIDON TO THE 
LEBANESE ARMY. 

D. NOT RETURNED EQUIPMENT TO THE LEBANESE ARMY 
CAPTURED DURING 1975-76 CIVIL WAR, SUCH AS M-l 13 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERSS, MACHINE GUNS AND RADIOS 

E. FAILED TO PROVIDE EQUIPMENT WHICH THE LEBANESE 
ARMY REQUESTED. 

3. SYRIA'S RELATIONS WITH GENERAL KHOURY ARE NOT 
GOOD, AND WITH G-2 ABDU EVEN WORSE. ASSEM QANSUH HAS 
SAID THAT KHOURY'S CREDENTIALS ARE TAINTED BECAUSE OF 
HIS PAST CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH THE PHALANGE. DATT 
SOURCES HAVE REPORTED THAT THE SYRIANS MISTRUST ABDU 
BECAUSE OF HIS CLOSE TIES WITH CHRISTIAN MILITIAS. 

4. WE BELIEVE THAT SYRIAN EXPRESSIONS OF DISSATISFACTION 
WITH THE LEBANESE ARMY ARE IN PART SINCERE AND IN PART 
DISINGENOUS. THE SYRIANS BELIEVE (CORRECTLY) THAT THE 
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DOMINATE THE ARMY. AT THE SAME TIME, SYRIANS WOULD DOUBT- 
LESSLY LIKE TO BUILD AN ARMY SYMPATHETIC TO SYRIAN INTERESTS 
IN LEBANON AND CAPABLE TO SOME EXTENT OF CONFRONTING THE 
ISRAELIS. 

5. WE DO NOT THINK, HOWEVER, THAT THE SYRIANS POSE 
THE PRINCIPAL OBSTACLES TO REBUILDING THE LEBANESE 
ARMY. THE LEBANESE THEMSELVES POSE THE PRINCIPAL 
OBSTACLES. THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO ACHIEVE A NATIONAL 
CONSENSUS OR TO MAKE THE DIFFICULT DECISIONS WHICH 
WOULD ENGENDER WIDER NATIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE ARMY, 

SUCH AS INCREASING THE NUMBER OF MUSLIMS IN SENIOR 
POSITIONS, DISMISSING EXTREMIST AND INCOMPETENT 
OFFICERS FROM THE ARMY AND DRAFTING A NEW ARMY LAW. 

THE FAULT, ALAS, LIES MOSTLY IN BEIRUT, NOT DAMASCUS. 
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